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Dear parent(s),  
 

It is certainly no secret to you that we live in a world that is constantly 
]|h ]ppªj««r´jz· ´·r|p o~ª ·~¯ª ·~¯|p §jª«~|ï« j|jªp·Ð ®r{jÐ ]|h µrzzÏ  

While there are a staggering number of options for the young 
person/people in your household to spend their summer, one must wonder 
which one(s) will truly change your teen for the better? What will help 
your teen grow in their relationship with God without sacrificing 
practical skills development that will help them beyond this summer? 
Which time investments will bring about a return with eternal value? 

6 r|´r®j ·~¯ §jª«~|]zz· ®~ §ª]·jªo¯zz· f~|«rhjª ®qj j¶fr®r|p {r««r~|«ï 
~§§~ª®¯|r®· ]´]rz]ezj o~ª ·~¯ª ®jj| ®qª~¯pq *qrzh .´]|pjzr«{ 3jzz~µ«qr§ï« 
*qªr«®r]| X~¯®q 6| !f®r~|Ē Þ*X6!ēß §ª~pª]{Ï Oqr« resource is designed to 
be your help to develop Godly traits in the teens and young adults that 
God has entrusted to your care.  

Through the disciplines of the training, the rewarding challenge of basic 
support-raising, the excitement of the hands-on ministry experience, and 
the beautiful dependence upon prayer without ceasing, young people 
zj]ª| ®qª~¯pq ®qr« ¯|r©¯j {r««r~|«ï j¶§jªrj|fj ®~ j{eª]fj ]|h hr«f~´jª 
4~hï« r|fªjhrezj hj«rp| o~ª ®qjrª zr´j«Ð ®qjrª {r|r«®ª·Ð ]|h ®qjrª §jª«~|]z 
relationship with Him. 

I am praying that God will make His will for you and your teen this 
summer brilliantly evident as you seek to serve and honor Him!  

 

Crystal M. King 
Local Director 

CEF of Indiana, North Central Indiana 
cefargosin@gmail.com 

574-315-8746 

mailto:cefargosin@gmail.com
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,ÅÔȭÓ ÔÁÌË ÁÂÏÕÔȣ                   
 

 

Child Evangelism Fellowship® (CEF ®) 

What:  Child Evangelism Fellowship an international, Bible-centered organization 

comprised of born-again believers whose purpose is to evangelize boys and girls 

with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and to establish (disciple) them in the Word 

of God and in the local Church.  

When: CEF began in Chicago, IL, USA in 1937 and has since served in nearly every 

country on earth reaching children with the gospel. 

Why:  CEF ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÔÏ ÆÕÌÆÉÌÌ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÁÔ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÔÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 

ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒȭÓ ÂÅÓÔ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÂÒÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÎÅ×Ó ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Çospel to every child, in every 

nation, every day.  

Local Ministry  

CEF serves on a local/ regional level by chapters (areas determined by county 

and/or city limits) grouped by state in the US. CEF of Indiana, North Central Indiana 

serves the north central Indiana area in St. Joseph, Marshall, Fulton, Starke, Pulaski, 

and Kosciusko Counties.  

Learn more about CEF of North Central Indiana, visit www.cefnci.com .  

CEF Ministries  

CEF serves to equip the Church through stellar curriculum, practical training, and 

ÔÉÍÅÌÅÓÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÁÌÌ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÎÅ× ÃÈÉÌÄ ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÓÍ 

ÁÎÄ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÓÈÁÒÐÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÅØÐÁÎÄ ÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ 

otherwise equip believers to share the gospel with anyone with effectiveness, 

efficiency, and excellence. 
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CEF Press, the curriculum printing and 

publishing ministry of Child Evangelism 

Fellowship has served since 1945. With humble 

beginnings in simple flannel graph lessons, CEF 

Press consistently provides practical teacher-

ÆÒÉÅÎÄÌÙ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ "ÉÂÌÉÃÁÌ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 

teaching and evangelism with beautifully 

illustrated lesson materials, visuals, chiÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 

tracts, missionary stories, and more! 

Good News Club®  is an exciting ministry that takes place over 

the school year. Children gather weekly to hear engaging Bible 

Lessons and missionary stories, enjoy meaningful songs and games, 

and learn life-changing memory verses. Clubs are taught by CEF 

trained volunteers and are often held on public school grounds, at 

local churches, community buildings, and even in homes.  

#%&ȭÓ 3ÕÍÍÅÒ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ include a host of thrilling outreach 

opportunities through the local 5-Day Club®, Christian Youth in Action®, and Camp 

Good News® ministries. 
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Christian Youth in Action® (CYIAΆ) 

What:  Christian Youth in Action (CYIA) is a short-term, summer ministry dedicated 

to the training and development of committed Christians (ages 12 and up) who 

want to be equipped to reach children for Christ. By completing the nine-day 

training program, you will  be certified by Child Evangelism Fellowship to teach 

children, witness to those you babysit, and minister effectively to your neighbors, 

friends, and relatives. 

When: CYIA has been held every summer all over the United States and beyond 

since 1971. In the North Central Indiana chapter, the program lasts for 6 

consecutive weeks after training is completed. Our local director will work together 

with you and your parents to develop a schedule that meets your needs. 

Why:  CYIA participants learn to share the gospel boldly and effectively with children 

by conducting 5-$ÁÙ #ÌÕÂÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÏÕÔÒÅÁÃÈÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ North Central 

Indiana area. Through this ministry, Christian youth are equipped to jumpstart their 
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personal ministry and service to Christ in a life-long outreach that starts in their 

own community. 

Who can participate in CYIA?  

Christians age 14 and older may apply for full training responsibilities as Summer 

Missionaries (SMs) who may choose to volunteer or to raise additional support to 

earn wages over the summer. SMs are trained in all 5-Day Club components.  

Christians ages 12-13 may apply as Missionary Assistants (MAs) who receive most 

of the regular training responsibilities and serve as volunteers. MAs are trained to 

assist in most club components except in teaching the Bible Lesson and Counselling 

the children for salvation and other needs. 

What do CYIA students do all summer?  

CYIA begins with a 3-day pre-training  followed by an 

intensive 6-day training just a few days later. 

Training consists of intensive group and individual 

training  helping teens to learn how to hold and 

handle flashcard visuals to the finer points of 

preparing an evangelistic Bible Lesson or Missionary 

Story. Through the CYIA training, CYIAers are fully 

equipped for ministry!  

After training, CYIA participants work in teams of 3-4 

to hold 5-Day Clubs each week (Monday-Friday) 

within the chapter ministry area as scheduled by the 

local CEF chapter. Participants also help with other 

CEF-coordinated outreaches (such as VBS, Fair 

Ministry, and/or Camp Good News) throughout the 

6-week summer ministry period as available.  

How does support raising for CYIA work?  

Just like real missionaries headed for the mission field, each CYIA participant is 

responsible for raising support to help cover part of their training costs, materials, 

and salary (if not volunteering). Local CEF staff will  assist participants throughout 

the process of sending support letters to family and friends, thanking their 

supporters, and following up with a brief written ministry report at the end of 

summer. The North Central Indiana chapter also conducts monthly port -a-pit 
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fundraisers and work to schedule church presentations for teens to share the CYIA 

ministry to help teens raise the needed support. 

Do all CYIA participants raise support?  

It is requested that all CYIA participants raise a minimum of $1,000 each. This is to 

ensure that the program costs incurred by the local chapter (which apply to all 

program participants) including training, travel expenses, teaching materials, and 

other provided resources are covered.  

Participants aged 14 and older (Summer Missionaries) may choose to earn a small 

salary on an hourly basis and will therefore be asked to raise an additional $1,000 of 

support (for a total fundraising goal of $2,000) to help cover payroll costs. 

*Wage rate information is given after acceptance in post-application interview. 

What about volunteer CYIA participants?  

Any CYIA student may choose to participate on a volunteer basis (without 

salary/wages for the summer).  

Any participant under the legal hiring age of 14 at the time of the 6-week program 

will participate on a strictly volunteer basis.  

All Missionary Assistants (MAs) are considered volunteers regardless of age.  

Summer Missionaries (SMs) being at least 14 at the time of the ministry program 

will be asked to choose either to volunteer or to participate for a modest 

salary/wage over the summer. 

*To receive a salary, CYIA participants must work a minimum of 4 weeks throughout the summer. 

Where is CYIA training held?  

Pre-training is held within the local chapter of your area of ministry  and sometimes 

it is held together with another chapter beside your specific area of ministry.  

*The CYIA pre-training location is subject to change from year to year. 

Post-training week is held locally at schedule 5-Day Club locations. 

The main CYIA training is generally held on the campus of Indiana Wesleyan 

University in Marion, Indiana. 

*The main CYIA location is subject to change from year to year. 
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What is taught at CYIA training?  

The main purpose of CYIA training is to prepare Christian young people for 

evangelistic ministry. For this reason, the following topics are covered in the 

training:  

Pre-training (Week 1)  

¶ The Wordless Book (how to use the colors and symbols with corresponding 

Bible passages to share the gospel)  

CYIA Main training (Week 2)  

¶ The importance of evangelizing children 

¶ 5ÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÎ ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÓÔÉÃ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÌÅÓÓÏÎ 

¶ Teaching children: using a lesson text  

¶ Teaching children: using/handling visual aids 

¶ Preparing a fun and engaging Missions Story 

¶ Memorably teaching a Memory Verse 

¶ Holding meaningful song time 

¶ -ÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÉÎ Á ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇ 

¶ Conducting fun and appropriate game times for children  

¶ Counseling children for salvation/other needs with the Bible 

¶ Teamwork: How to hold a 5-Day Club 

Post-training (Week 3)  

¶ Putting it all together: practicing each club element (individually and as a 

team) 

¶ On-the-field missions: Conducting the first instructor-supervised 5-Day Clubs 

Where do CYIA students teach over the summer?  

The 5-Day Clubs and other outreaches conducted by CYIA student teams may be 

held potentially anywhere in the local CEF chapter area of service at churches, 

individual homes, parks, trailer courts, campgrounds, and other 

common/community spaces. 

*For further details on specific club spaces, see 5-Day Club info on page 10.  

 

 

6 - PAGE 



 

 

How is student transportation handled over the summer?  

CYIA participants are responsible for coordinating with the local director or summer 

coordinator on how they will get to the various ministry locations scheduled 

throughout the summer. The primary way the North Central Indiana chapter 

handles transportation to and from clubs, and other ministry outreaches, is to have 

multiple CYIA participants meet their specific team leader or summer coordinator at 

a specific location. Then the summer coordinator and CYIA participants carpool 

together to the ministry location. The designated meeting location will vary weekly 

per the ministry location. Transportation to and from CYIA pre-training and the 

main CYIA training will be handled in the same way. 

What is the CYIA summer schedule? 

While the specific dates and times will change slightly from year to year, the general 

6-week schedule for CYIA (which usually begins within the first two weeks of June) 

is as follows: 

¶ Week 1: Pre-Training (generally 3 weekdays) 

¶ Week 2: CYIA Main Training (generally 6 days immediately following pre-

training)  

¶ Week 3: Post-training (5 weekdays, Monday-Friday) 

¶ Week 4-6: Summer Ministry (5-Day Clubs, etc.) 

End-of Summer Wrap -Up and Testimony Party:  held for the local ministry 

team as a final wrap-up/farewell time for celebration and testimonies from the 

summer (parents, families, and friends are also invited) 

(Optional) Annual CYIA Praise Gathering:  held by and hosted by the CEF 

State Office (Indianapolis) in early-ÍÉÄ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȭÓ #9)! 

students and staff  

*Some specific dates, times, and other details may vary with each year. Check with your local CEF 

Chapter coordinator of summer ministries for all current details and changes. 

Can a participant miss any part of the 6 -week program and still 

participate?  

While it is preferred that participants be available to serve for as much of the 6-

week program period as possible, in the event of family commitments or other 

important responsibilities, some flexibility may be allowed.  
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CYIA participants may miss up to two weeks (10 club days) of the 6-week program 

period 

All CYIA participants must be available for and satisfactorily complete the CYIA 

training requirements before beginning the summer ministry.  

Program applicants are asked to indicate any known summer commitments on the 

CYIA application. Any major schedule or time issues requiring special adjustment or 

exception may be discussed with local CEF chapter staff coordinating summer 

ministries. All local CYIA program acceptance, decisions, and exceptions are 

ult imately determined by the Local Chapter Director/Local Coordinator. 

What responsibilities does a parent of a CYIA participant have?  

As the parent(s) of a CYIA participant, your responsibilities are relatively minimal. 

Undoubtedly, the most important support you could give is to join us in prayer for 

your CYIA student and the summer ministry program.  

While it is certainly not required, you are also more than welcome to participate in 

the summer ministry program by: 

¶ hosting a 5-Day Club,  

¶ helping to transport/chauffer the summer ministry team or team members to 

training and/or club(s) as needed,  

¶ hosting and/or helping provide food, games, etc. for the End-of Summer 

Wrap-Up and Testimony Party. 

Contact your local chapter coordinator of summer ministry to get involved or for 

more participation suggestions, ideas, or needs that you can help with for the 

current summer. 
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,ÅÔȭÓ ÔÁÌË ÁÂÏÕÔȣ 
5-Day Club® 

What:  A 5-Day Club (traditionally called 

Backyard Bible Club) is an exciting outreach 

opportunity to bring the gospel to the children 

in your neighborhood! Clubs approximately 90 

minutes in length are held daily five weekdays 

in a row and include fun games, songs, daily 

memory verses, an evangelistic Bible lesson, 

and an engaging missions time. 

When: The 5-Day Club program has been held by local CEF chapters worldwide each 

summer since 1960. 

Why: Each year, thousands of children come to know Christ through 5-Day Club 

neighborhood outreaches. The 5-Day Club summer ministry is designed to equip the 

Body of Christ to take part in changing their community with the Gospel ɀ one child 

at a time. 

Who teaches 5-Day Club? 

CYIA participants conduct clubs sometimes with or in addition to local CEF staff 

and/or other trained and screened volunteers.  

Who attends 5 -Day Clubs? 

The target age group for club attendees is 4-12. Parents of children attending are 

always welcome to also attend.  

Where are 5 -Day Clubs held? 

Clubs can be held in a variety of places and contexts. Traditionally, club hosts will 

open their homes, garages, backyards, patios, etc. for the club week. Church 

facilities, daycares, local YMCAs, apartment complexes, and public community 

spaces like parks and community centers can also be used as club locations as God 

provides opportunity. Another location is inside a trailer court. 

9 - PAGE 



 

 

What times of day are 5 -Day Clubs held? 

Hosts for 5-Day Clubs are given the option of 3 daily time slots in which to hold their 

club(s) for the week. These time slots are 120 minutes each day and are generally 

held from mid-morning to early evening.  

How many 5-Day Clubs are held in a given week ? 

This varies weekly and can sometimes change or adjust mid-week. Given the 

available timeslots, the maximum number of regular 5-Day Clubs one summer team 

can reasonably conduct is three. In the event of unique time needs, clubs needing 

extra setup or lesson time (such as when adapted for VBS), or other special 

outreaches, more or fewer clubs could be held in a given week. 

Who can host a 5-Day Club? 

A 5-Day Club may be hosted by any believer with a burden for reaching children 

with the gospel who is also willing to provide a space to hold club and invite nearby 

children to attend.  

Each host/hostess must have given their written compliance of the CEF Statement of 

Faith and have consented to a criminal background check prior to being approved to 

host per the CEF Child Protection Policy*.  

* See Appendix 
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